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Waste Water NEWS

SEPTIC TANK (EFFLUENT) FILTERS
There are two main types of effluent filter, either screen or plate
filters, with variations produced by different manufacturers.

When researching for the best quality filter to recommend I
found one excellent filter, a moderate filter and a disturbing lack
of basic engineering in most of the others.

     SCREEN FILTERS

FEATHER HOUSE

Site: Urenui, Taranaki

Waste Water Volume: 1,200 Litres per day

TOP INTERNATIONAL WASTEWATER
WEBSITE

Orenco (OSI) is an American company
that leads the world in the field of rural
sewage systems.

Founded in 1980 by a group of innovative
engineers, OSI effluent filters, pumped
effluent systems, domestic and community
sewage treatment systems are considered world leaders.

Their community systems can even be automated to monitor
themselves and even ring in with operational progress reports.

Orenco systems are available in New Zealand and I frequently
use them in my designs. visit: www.orenco.com

IAN GUNN SEMINARS A GREAT
SUCCESS

Leading New Zealand on-site system authority Ian Gunn has
been conducting a series of seminars around the country on the
new standards and an update on advances in wastewater
technology to meet these standards.

Ian’s seminars have been attended by over 700 people at 13
venues and have been very well received.

Ian also produces a quarterly publication ‘ON-SITE NewZ
dealing with developments in the local wastewater industry.
The subscription is only $20 per annum and I would recommend
this publication as excellent value for money.
PO Box 17-368, Auckland.

WARNING:
ADDING ZEOLITE TO A SEPTIC
TANK WILL NOT AUTOMATICALLY
TURN IT INTO A SEWAGE
TREATMENT PLANT.
If you are offered one of these treatment plants please
exercise due diligence or ring my information phone service
at (06)357 8426 for further information.

PLATE FILTERS

ZABEL (USA)

The Zabel filters were the
first effluent filters to be
marketed in NZ.  Zabel
has just released a new
range of filters featuring an
improved filter disc design.
 Test data has yet to received
verifying the performance of
the new filter.

LOCAL PLATE FILTER

If considering a plate filter be aware of the plate separation.

If the plates are spaced too close together, growth will occur
between them and effectively lock them together.

If this happens the only was to properly clean them is to take the
whole assembly apart and individually scrap and clean each plate
before reassembly.

N O T  A LL  FI LT ERS A RE EQ U A L

Orenco (OSI) Eff luent Filter.

The ORENCO (OSI) effluent filter
protects the effluent trenches from carry
over solids by reducing the total
suspended solids (TSS) from the septic
tank from 125 to 33 parts per million.
Tests from over 4800 septic tanks over
a 15 year period confirm the reliability
and validity of this filters performance.
 No other filter can attain this effluent
quality and produce verified data in
support.

A local screen fil ter
– no further comment

necessary.

Housing

Filter Plates

Please note I have no financial interest in any filters, wastewater products, tank manufacturing, installation or associated businesses.

Waste Water Design:

...When a weekend 2 bedroom batch on a small section
is converted to a 5 bedroom house with double garage, driveway,
decking and entertainment area, and it is on a septic tank - where
does the effluent go? No problem. I specified a 'Protec' sand
contactor using OSI components which was situated alongside
the garage. As the highly treated effluent (BOD:TSS 5:5 or
better) can be absorbed into the ground at a much higher loading
rate than septic tank effluent, the disposal area was small enough
to be located under the front lawn." No smells - No fuss - No
bother.

See Sample Sites on my Webpage for more examples

Environmental Engineer

Sand Contactor Treatment
under raised garden, effluent
disposal under lawn
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